Statement by Ceoltóirí Cluain Tarbh on the funding review by the Department of Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs of the development programme of Comhaltas

Ceoltóirí Chluain Tarbh, the organisation established by the members of the dissolved Clontarf branch of Comhaltas, welcomes the report and in particular the statement that it would be in the best interests of the Comhaltas development programme that the members of the dissolved Clontarf branch were actively involved in the usage and development of the Clasac centre.

We welcome the report’s proposal that an agreed independent mediator be appointed to help resolve the dispute and we also welcome the Minister’s support for this approach. However, we note with regret that Comhaltas continues to refuse to engage in such a mediation process. 

We note the conclusion in the report that the current impasse is not only damaging to Comhaltas but has implications for the continued success of the Clasac centre.

In relation to VAT, it is disappointing to note Comhaltas’s continued denial of their central role in the promotion of and facilitation of the VAT refund claim, despite the availability of documentary evidence confirming Clontarf’s case.

The statement by Comhaltas that the report vindicates their actions in relation to Clontarf is very clearly at variance with report itself. The authors explicitly refused to comment on the matters of the dispute, and the misrepresentation by Comhaltas of the report’s conclusions is not helpful.

It is most interesting to note the report confirms that the State fully funded the Clasac development, as Clontarf had expected. This contrasts sharply with the statements and actions of Comhaltas during their campaign to take over the project, when they made unfounded statements about the funding and payment of contractors suppliers. 

The report’s conclusion that the Clasac centre was properly delivered in line with budget projections is also welcome. This vindicates Clontarf’s role in leading and managing the Clasac project to its completion and serves to expose Comhaltas’ mischievous claims at the time that the project was mishandled and had run significantly over cost. The report also confirms that Clontarf had secured the necessary loans to complete the project, a fact denied by Comhaltas.

We look forward to the day that Comhaltas senior management return to their stated ideals of being an inclusive, democratic organisation whose primary aim is the promotion of our traditional music heritage.

Ceoltóirí Chluain Tarbh welcomes the wishes of the authors and the Minister that the dispute be resolved and will partake in any proper and transparent mediation process that is proposed.

Ends

Note for Editors

Comhaltas dissolved the Clontarf branch in March 2008 after Clontarf had delivered the Clasac centre on the Alfie Byrne Rd, Dublin. To justify their improper actions Comhaltas alleged that Clontarf had mismanaged the project, there were significant cost overruns and Clontarf had failed to secure bank agreement to necessary loan funding. The report shows that all these allegations levelled at Clontarf by Comhaltas to be unfounded.

Clontarf made a VAT refund claim to the Revenue on the instruction of the Ardstiúrthóir of Comhaltas, and HQ staff and its auditor assisted Clontarf in preparing the claim. Documentary evidence vindicates Clontarf’s case, yet Comhaltas continues to deny its involvement.

Comhaltas has refused to respond to Clontarf’s formal appeal against the dissolution decision and has rejected all requests for mediation, including, as the report indicates, a proposal from the report authors to enter into such a process. 

The overwhelming majority of the members of Clontarf’s 400 members rejected the outrageous actions of Comhaltas in dissolving the branch. Ceoltóirí Chluain Tarbh is continuing with its substantial teaching programmes for children and adults as well as its many other activities in promoting traditional music, song and dance, as it has done for nearly 50 years in Dublin, and we enjoy the support of the majority of the traditional arts community in the city and further a field.

Contact: 

Maurice Mullen, 

Chairman, Ceoltóirí Chluain Tarbh 

087 2425684
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